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Objective: This study aims to develop a conceptual model of Iranshahr thought in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh to explain responses to natural and human-induced hazards. The research problem
concerns identifying and formulating manifestations of this thought in narratives in which a
threat or disruption to biological, territorial, social, or political order occurs and a response to it
is undertaken. The study seeks to explain the patterns derived from these narratives across three
domains: physical-territorial, cultural-social, and mythical-symbolic.

Method: This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on library research.
The research corpus consists of narratives from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh selected on the
basis of the presence of a threatening event, a response to that event, and sufficient textual
evidence for conceptual analysis. The data derived from the analysis of the narratives were
organized, according to their dominant dimensions, into three analytical domains:
physical-territorial, cultural-social, and mythical-symbolic. These three domains are
analytical tools used in the present study as interpretive categories, while contemporary
concepts of hazard management serve solely an interpretive function.

Findings: The analysis of the narratives shows that responses to hazards in the
Shahnameh are represented across three interconnected domains. In the physical-territorial
domain, the creation and organization of infrastructures and living spaces, such as the
Vara of Jam/Yima, the Band-e Shushtar, and Siyavashgerd, serve protective and material-
reconstructive functions. In the cultural-social domain, justice, the remission of taxes, the
opening of granaries, and the distribution of resources during Pirouz’s seven-year drought,
as well as Kaveh’s resistance to Zahhak’s tyranny, contribute to maintaining social
cohesion and preventing social collapse. In the mythical-symbolic domain, the divine Farr,
the assistance of the Simorgh, and Rostam’s Seven Labors provide semantic,
psychological, and identity-based resources for confronting threats. These domains are
interconnected within an interactive and synergistic model.

Conclusions: Based on the findings, the conceptual model developed in this study indicates
that responses to hazards in the Shahnameh can be understood through the relationship among
the three domains of physical-territorial, cultural-social, and mythical-symbolic dimensions.
Within this model, wisdom and prudence, justice and social cohesion, and the Farr and other
semantic and identity-based resources strengthen the capacity to confront and recover from
hazards. From this perspective, hazard management is not reduced to merely technical or
political action; rather, it constitutes a process of preserving or restoring order across material,
social, and semantic domains. This formulation can provide a conceptual basis for rethinking
resilience and hazard management in contemporary Iran.
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Introduction

Iranshahr thought constitutes one of the important intellectual traditions associated with the historical
and cultural formation of Iran. Rooted in religious, mythological, political, and cultural traditions, this
mode of thought provides a framework for understanding the relationship between territory, political
authority, social order, justice, wisdom, and the cosmic order. Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, as one of the
major literary works preserving and reshaping Iranian mythical and cultural traditions, contains
numerous narratives in which the preservation of territory, restoration of order, confrontation with
destructive forces, and protection of collective life are central concerns.

The contemporary study of hazards has generally developed within scientific and managerial
frameworks concerned with identifying threats, reducing vulnerability, strengthening resilience, and
improving preparedness and response. These concepts, however, are not historical categories
belonging to the conceptual vocabulary of the Shahnameh. In the present study, they are used as
analytical categories for interpreting narrative functions such as prevention, protection, confrontation,
adaptation, reconstruction, and restoration of order. Accordingly, the study does not claim that the
Shahnameh possesses a historically explicit theory of hazard management or resilience in the modern
sense. Rather, it investigates whether recurring patterns of response represented in the narratives can
be interpreted through contemporary analytical concepts.

The central conceptual basis of the study is the lIranian opposition between Asha and Druj,
understood respectively as order, rightness, and proper organization on the one hand, and disorder,
distortion, and forces that disrupt established order on the other. Within this interpretive framework,
disruptive events represented in the Shahnameh are examined not as simple equivalents of the modern
concept of hazard, but as narrative manifestations of disturbances affecting different dimensions of
individual and collective life. This distinction is particularly important for avoiding anachronistic
attribution of modern scientific terminology to a classical literary text.

Previous studies have separately examined Iranshahr thought, the political and cultural dimensions
of the Shahnameh, its mythical structures, natural phenomena, wars, social disorder, and aspects of
crisis and resilience. Nevertheless, the systematic organization of these narrative materials within an
integrated framework for interpreting responses to natural and human-induced hazards remains
comparatively underexplored. The present study addresses this gap by examining selected Shahnameh
narratives in which both a threatening situation and a response to it are explicitly represented.

The objective of the study is therefore to identify recurring patterns of confrontation with
disruption in the Shahnameh and to organize them into three analytical domains: physical-territorial,
cultural-social, and mythical-symbolic. These domains are not assumed to constitute a pre-existing
tripartite system within the Shahnameh; rather, they are derived from the comparative interpretation of
selected narratives and are used to classify and synthesize their dominant dimensions. The study
consequently seeks to formulate a conceptual model through which material protection, social and
normative order, and symbolic and psychological resources can be considered as interconnected
dimensions of resilience.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on documentary and library research.
The primary corpus consists of selected narratives from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. Purposive selection
was conducted according to three criteria: the presence of a threat or disruption affecting biological,
territorial, political, or social order; the presence of a response involving prevention, containment,
adaptation, or reconstruction; and sufficient textual evidence for conceptual analysis. Each narrative
was examined through the sequence of hazard, context or underlying factor, consequence, response
action, and outcome. The narratives were first analyzed individually and subsequently compared
across narratives in order to identify recurring patterns. The resulting materials were organized
according to their dominant analytical dimension into three interconnected domains: physical-
territorial, cultural-social, and mythical-symbolic. The final conceptual model was formulated only
after this analytical and comparative process. Contemporary concepts such as hazard, resilience, crisis
management, and reconstruction were employed as interpretive tools and were not attributed
historically to the Shahnameh.
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Findings

The analysis demonstrates that responses to disruptive events in the Shahnameh can be interpreted
across three interconnected analytical domains. The physical-territorial domain represents material
arrangements intended to protect life and territory, including defensive structures, territorial
organization, water management, and preventive measures. Narratives associated with the Vara of
Jam/Yima, the Band-e Shushtar, and Siyavashgerd illustrate different forms of material protection and
spatial organization.

The cultural-social domain concerns the preservation or restoration of social order through justice,
legitimate governance, collective cohesion, and organized action. Pirouz’s response to the prolonged
drought, including the opening of granaries and measures against hoarding, represents a relationship
between environmental stress and justice-oriented governance. The narrative of Zahhak and Kaveh
demonstrates how political oppression can itself become a source of human-induced disruption and how
collective mobilization, legitimacy, and restoration of just rule may function as responses to such a
condition.

The mythical-symbolic domain concerns the preservation of collective meaning, identity, and
psychological endurance in situations where material and institutional capacities are insufficient. The
narratives of the Simorgh, the divine Farr, and Rostam’s Seven Labors illustrate symbolic resources
through which the possibility of overcoming extreme adversity is maintained. These domains should
not be understood as independent stages or rigid levels. Their significance lies in their interaction:
material protection may depend on legitimate social organization, while social action and political
legitimacy may themselves be reinforced by symbolic and identity-based resources.

Conclusion

The findings suggest that the Shahnameh presents confrontation with disruptive conditions as more
than a technical or military response. At the conceptual level, successful confrontation involves the
restoration of order and continuity across material, social, and semantic dimensions. In this
interpretation, the opposition between Asha and Druj provides an ontological background for
understanding order and disorder, while the three analytical domains provide a framework for
organizing the narrative evidence.

The model developed in this study should therefore be understood as a contemporary analytical
formulation derived from the Shahnameh rather than as a historically explicit hazard-management
system contained in the text. Its potential contribution lies in bringing together physical-territorial
protection, justice-oriented governance, and symbolic-psychological resilience within a single
interpretive framework. This approach may contribute to interdisciplinary discussions of resilience and
hazard management by demonstrating how classical literary narratives can be examined as sources of
conceptual patterns without erasing the historical distinction between the categories of the original text
and the analytical categories of contemporary scholarship.
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