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Hazard

In a context where cities are increasingly confronted with challenges such as rising volumes of
urban waste and escalating environmental hazards, the sustainable design of parks and green
spaces has gained significant importance as an effective strategy for environmental
management and the enhancement of urban quality of life. Within this framework, recycled art,
serving as a creative and culturally meaningful approach, can play a pivotal role in achieving
these objectives by integrating aesthetic innovation with environmental responsibility.
Obijectives: This study aims to clarify the role of recycled art in the sustainable design of
selected parks and green spaces in Tabriz, emphasizing its contribution to enhancing
visual appeal and managing environmental hazards. In this context, the study adopts a
creative approach based on recycled art to mitigate environmental hazards and promote
awareness and sustainable behaviors within the urban landscape.

Method: Employing a qualitative and analytical methodology, this research examines the
application of recycled art in park and landscape design from the perspectives of
improving environmental quality, visual enhancement, and environmental hazard
management. By reviewing conceptual frameworks and exemplary cases of creative waste
reuse in the form of artistic urban elements, the study discusses the potential of this
approach to strengthen place identity and foster environmental stewardship.

Findings: The analysis reveals that recycled art extends beyond a purely technical or
environmental practice, representing a multilayered and interpretive approach that
redefines the human—environment relationship. The creative transformation of waste into
urban furniture, pathways, fountains, playgrounds, murals, and lighting installations not
only enhances visual appeal and environmental quality but also creates multisensory and
participatory experiences for users.

Conclusions: The use of recycled art into sustainable design of selected parks and green
spaces in Tabriz is not only a means of waste reduction but also a multidimensional and
innovative strategy that enriches visual quality, environmental experience, and user
engagement. As a cultural-symbolic approach, it creates participatory and educational
spaces that strengthen human-environment interactions, collective identity, and a culture
of environmental protection, while contributing to environmental hazard management.
Moreover, recycled art can serve as a transferable and replicable model for other urban
public spaces, supporting sustainable development and enhancing cultural and
environmental resilience in cities.
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Introduction

In recent decades, rapid urbanization, intensified consumerism, and the depletion of natural resources
have led to multiple environmental hazards requiring management in cities. Among the most
significant manifestations of these hazards is the sharp increase in municipal solid waste, which
threatens natural resources, pollutes soil, water, and air, and degrades urban landscapes, thereby
diminishing the livability and visual appeal of public spaces. Within this context, sustainable park and
green space design has become a critical strategy for sustainable urban development. This study
focuses on the integration of recycled art within sustainable park and green space design, aiming to
elucidate its role in enhancing visual appeal, reinforcing place identity, promoting environmental
awareness, and contributing to environmental hazard management.

Method

This research is applied in nature, aiming to propose innovative and practical solutions for improving
the quality of urban landscape design and contributing to environmental hazard management through
the creative use of discarded materials. Methodologically, it adopts a qualitative and descriptive—
analytical orientation, grounded in content-based, perceptual, and semiotic interpretation of conceptual
designs. Data collection was conducted in two phases: (1) a comprehensive literature review of
specialized books, articles, reference documents, and technical reports related to landscape design,
recycled art, aesthetics, environmental sustainability, environmental hazard management, and place
identity; and (2) an analysis of selected conceptual designs employing recyclable waste materials.
These studies included the design of benches, swings, green walls, planters, urban furniture, gazebos,
trash bins, pathways, and decorative lighting elements. Each case was analyzed as a multilayered
representation encompassing aesthetic, symbolic, socio-cultural, functional, educational, and
environmental hazard management aspects.

Results

Findings indicate that recycled art, actively contributes to environmental hazard management by
transforming waste into meaningful, memorable, and participatory experiences. The design of urban
furniture using recycled materials, playground equipment crafted from discarded tires and plastic
bottles, as well as murals and educational installations constructed from waste, not only enhance visual
appeal and improve the urban landscape, but also convey messages supporting environmental hazard
management and raise community environmental literacy. Overall, these interventions demonstrate
that recycled art can simultaneously elevate aesthetic quality, strengthen social and cultural
engagement, and provide practical solutions for managing environmental hazards in cities.

Conclusions

The use of recycled art into sustainable design of selected parks and green spaces in Tabriz is not only
a means of waste reduction but also a multidimensional and innovative strategy that enriches visual
quality, environmental experience, and user engagement. The study concludes that integrating
recycled art into sustainable park and green space design establishes an interdisciplinary and forward-
looking framework for environmental hazard management, reducing waste, conserving resources,
lowering urban management costs, and creating new cultural and economic opportunities. This
approach transforms parks and green spaces from purely recreational sites into educational, cultural,
and participatory environments that encourage social cohesion, strengthen human—environment
relationships, and contribute to environmental hazard management while promoting cultural and
environmental resilience. From a policy-making perspective, recycled art provides a scalable model
for other public spaces, such as schools, neighborhoods, and pedestrian zones, and, as part of
contemporary landscape strategies, helps redefine the human-nature relationship.
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