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In the field of environment, The State may adopt policies that lead to destruction and
serious harm to the environment. The justification of the perpetrators is economic
and industrial development, creating employment, obtaining benefits for the State,
Provision of current expenses and other similar factors. While these actions cause
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Introduction

State crime refers to apparently legal behavior of the government in violation of fundamental internal
and external norms, the natural rights of citizens, such as the right to enjoy a healthy environment,
health and safety[6]. The unwillingness of governments to protect the environment due to economic
benefits or conflicts of interest with neighboring governments is a serious obstacle to criminalization
in this area. These problems can be solved by the formation of an international system in the field of
environment. Because environmental protection is a trans-territorial issue and its destruction can affect
the health and survival of humans all over the world. This issue was emphasized in the United Nations
conference on the environment in Stockholm (1972)[25]. Intentional environmental damage is a socio-
ecological crime that should be considered criminal regardless of the legal status and characteristics of
the perpetrators and their power. Crime as social damage or zemiology in green criminology is used
more often instead of the word state Crim. But by critical criminologists, especially in green
criminology, the concept of state crime has been considered beyond sociological harm.

Research Method

This article is fundamental, research and practical, which examines the newly emerging theory of state
crime in the field of environmental crimes in Iran independently, for the first time. This theory is
critical, therefore it challenges the laws and practical procedures of the state in destroying the
environment. In this way, by using analytical methods, we study the rules and practical procedures in
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specific projects. Several laws and procedures have been investigated using the inductive method, but
in order to comply with the subject, it has been limited to stating one or two cases in each case.

The data and analysis

State crime in the field of industrial licenses:

The fundamental norm of environmental protection requires that the issuance of any type of industrial
license for the construction and operation of mines, oil, gas and petrochemical facilities, water-related
projects, production of any type of chemical substance, etc.,[5] requires the approval of the
Environmental Protection Organization. Environment, without any kind of coercion, from government
officials and administrative hierarchy, the approval of any type of law that allows the issuance of the
aforementioned permits without the approval of the Environmental Protection Organization is an
example of a government environmental crime. Compliance with international standards accepted in
international environmental documents and Bilateral or Bilateral Multilateral Treaties is also necessary
in this connection. Some laws have reduced the authority of the environmental organization in issuing
the said permits, which is examined in this article, or have given the permit issuance to a council
where that organization is in the minority with one vote, and practically the institutions Beneficiary
governments from the approval of industrial and economic plans, the majority of the members of those
councils. Also, the laws that set a deadline for responding to queries related to the issuance of
environmental industrial and economic licenses and consider non-response as consent, is a kind of
state crime, because it actually provides the necessary platforms for environmental destruction.

Government environmental crimes in the field of climate

Many of the government's policies in the field of climate have legally caused the destruction of water
and air resources. The government allows harmful environmental activities in the field of climate by
charging fees and fines. Since the closure or standardization of these units is in the interest of the
government to earn economic income, it does not use harmful methods to prevent the environment.
For example, the production and distribution of gasoline with non-standard percentage of pollution is
one of the main causes of air pollution. Or the indiscriminate construction of dams in Iran is one of the
risk factors in the drying up of rivers, wetlands and lakes (such as Lake Urmia).[1]

State crime regarding forests, rare plant and animal species

One of the reasons is the destruction of the environment related to the laws and regulations related to
the transfer of national lands, natural resources, forests and pastures for industrial, economic, tourism
and similar exploitations. The related laws have provided the necessary platforms to legalize the
transfers. In order to provide current and construction costs, or to implement economic plans, the
government sells, leases and assigns natural resources, forests, pastures and water resources to public
institutions and private companies or changes the use of gardens and agricultural lands and as a result
it puts the environment at risk of destruction.

Result

Although committing environmental crimes by ordinary citizens cannot be ignored, they do not have
much ability to cause serious environmental damage. For example, a car factory can pollute the air
enough to endanger the lives of thousands of people by producing thousands of non-standard cars. Or
a company can widely pollute waters by dumping factory waste into rivers. While natural persons, for
example, using a worn-out car, can cause little damage.

There is a long list of environmentally damaging laws that require independent research, and only
some of them were mentioned in this article. Environmental protection requires the amendment of
these laws and the complete removal of the government's authority. Although the government's
approach in recent years has been to modify the previous practices. 5-year development plans, laws
related to the environment and approvals of the cabinet and other binding regulations have emphasized
the prohibition of any action without the permission of the environmental organization. However, due
to the fact that this organization is a government and is placed in the administrative hierarchy and the
power of the Ministry of Economy, Industry and public institutions, either permission from the said
organization has been ignored or that organization has somehow agreed to the implementation of
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environmentally destructive projects. Accepting international environmental documents and adhering
to them, strengthening civil institutions, increasing public awareness, and increasing the opinion of the
judiciary can play an effective role in state crime in the field of environment. Also, the laws that have
allowed the destruction of the environment legally, such as the laws related to the transfer of natural
resources, construction of dams, and the transfer of the privileges of exploitation of these resources to

individuals, especially foreigners, should be amended.
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