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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Cinema as a means of communication has the ability to represent environmental
issues and influence the audience's perception and understanding in the management
of environmental hazards. This research seeks to answer the questions: How is the
representation of natural hazard management depicted in the cinema of Iran and the
world? Has cinema been able to increase the social awareness of its audience
regarding how to confront hazards? This research has conducted a qualitative content
analysis of 17 foreign films and 9 Iranian films. Based on the content of the analyzed
films and after coding the research findings, six main themes were identified. The
epresentation of this management in the cinema of the world and Iran is shaped
based on two concepts that emerge from the conceptual framework of this research.
The contents that can be related to the natural hazards management cycle are as
follows: Natural hazards; The experience of sudden collapse and destruction of life,
Decision-making for natural hazards management, Rescue and relief, Control of

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:

Received 12 Julay 2024
Revised 30 Agust 2024
Accepted 01 September 2024
Published 10 September 2024
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Cinema, hazards. The findings of this research indicate that a society seeking to establish an
Crisis natural hazards, effective relationship with nature and recognizing the role of social realities in the
Representation. formation of disasters strives to control vulnerability and enhance resilience. In

global cinema, the management of natural hazards is primarily reflected within the
framework of rational, proactive, practical, and targeted management. In Iranian
cinema, the management of natural hazards is often portrayed as a form of surrender
to nature, characterized by waiting for assistance and an inability to control hazards.
This depiction reflects a more passive approach compared to the proactive strategies
shown in global cinema.
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Introduction

Cinema influences the audience's perception and understanding of environmental issues through its
representations. Cinema can use signs, discourses, and targeted content to raise awareness among
future generations about the environment and the potential consequences of environmental
hazards.The issue of this research is the representation of natural disaster management in cinema.
Therefore, the research question is: How is the representation of natural disaster management depicted
in Iranian and global cinema? This question can be broken down into smaller questions, such as: How
do these cinemas depict environmental hazards? Can these cinemas effectively showcase management
strategies for dealing with hazards? Do these representations enhance social awareness about crisis
management?
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Materials and methods

The method of this research is content analysis. In this research, theoretical and purposeful sampling has
been used to select the films. For this research, 17 films in world cinema on the subject of environmental
hazards, including films about earthquakes, volcanoes, storms, tornadoes, tsunamis, floods, climate
change, and ships caught in water and tidal waves, and 9 films from Iranian cinema on the subject of
earthquakes and floods was selected. The unit of analysis in this research is the theme. After coding the
findings, 6 main themes were obtained. 6 main themes are: natural hazards; the experience of sudden
collapse and destruction of life, decision-making for natural hazards management, Rescue and relief,
control of natural hazards caused by natural hazards, reconstruction, recovery, and rehabilitation
investment ,encouragement of preventive actions for the next natural hazards.

Discussion and Results

The conceptual framework of this research focuses on two key concepts: deep ecology and cultural
imaginary. This framework aims to explore how these concepts inform the understanding and
portrayal of environmental issues and disaster management in cinema.

The conceptual framework of this research shows that cinema is an educational tool in the
field of natural hazards. Cinema can be an important partner in planning to reduce the
destructive impacts of natural hazards.

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that cinema plays a role in stimulating social processes through
its power of visualization. Cinema can create, control, and direct processes such as warnings, special
attention to emergency systems, search and rescue, organizational coordination and adaptation, as well
as how to deal with death, injury, and recovery. This research indicate that public awareness of natural
hazards provides an opportunity for natural hazard managers to increase community adaptability and
resilience.
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1. Reflection theory
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